
InÊtheÊCenterÊofÊBakersfield 

CenteredÊonÊChrist 4600 Stockdale Hwy 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 

661-325-1267 
www.fumcbakersfield.org 

 

SeptemberÊ22,Ê2024Ê|Ê9:00ÊAM 
TradiƟonal Worship 

7:30ÊAMÊChapelÊÊIÊÊ9:00ÊAMÊTradiƟonalÊÊIÊÊ10:15ÊAMÊRENEW 

PleaseÊsilenceÊallÊelectronicÊdevicesÊandÊcellÊphones.Ê 
InÊcaseÊofÊemergency,ÊanÊAEDÊisÊlocatedÊinÊtheÊNarthexÊnearÊtheÊrestrooms. 

—ÊFirstÊChurchÊAcƟviƟesÊ— 
 
FinalÊDay:ÊChurchÊDirectoryÊPhotoshootsÊ—ÊToday is the last day of photoshoots 
for the upcoming First Church Photo Directory!  If you’d like to have your photo 
taken today, please visit the Cry Room in the Narthex for a walk-in appointment. 
 
EndsÊNextÊWeek:ÊMissionsÊTeam’sÊSweatpantsÊDonaƟonÊDriveÊ— First Church is 
collecƟng lightweight unisex sweats (sizes large to XXL) to support the M Street 
NavigaƟon Center’s greatest need: reliably warm clothing for the winter. 
 

DonaƟonÊDriveÊTimeline:ÊThe donaƟon drive runs through the end of 
September. All donaƟons will be blessed on World Communion Sunday, 
October 6th, before being delivered to the M Street NavigaƟon Center. 
 

FirstÊSaturdayÊofÊOctober:ÊPreschoolÊRummageÊSaleÊ—ÊGot Junk? Sell it at the 
Preschool Rummage Sale on Saturday, October 5th from 8:00AM to Noon! This 
will be a do-it-yourself parking lot sale where you can “rent” a space in front of 
the church for $10 and sell anything you’ve got laying around! Please consider 
donaƟng 25% of any proceeds to support Preschool improvements. 
 
NewÊandÊUpcoming:ÊFirstÊChurchÊPumpkinÊParadeÊPartyÊ—ÊDesigned for 
children, families, and friends, this packed event from Family Ministries will 
include tons of games, a live DJ, a 360-degree photobooth, a piñata, snacks, and 
fun for all ages! The event begins with pumpkin painƟng, then a pumpkin parade 
to share your artwork! Games and candy aŌerwards. Costumes are encouraged - 
aside from any scary ones!  
 

When:ÊSaturday, October 19th from 1:00PM to 4:00PM 
Where:ÊFirst Church Quad (Grassy Area in Center of Campus) 
PumpkinÊPolicy:ÊBring Your Own Pumpkin (BYOP) 
RSVPÊDeadline:ÊPlease RSVP by Sunday October 6th. 
HowÊtoÊSignÊUp:ÊScan the ’pumpkin’ QR code to the leŌ! 
                Pen & paper sign-up at Narthex Welcome Desk.  

 
—ÊFirstÊChurchÊSocialÊ&ÊSupportÊGroupsÊ— 

 
EveryÊWednesday:ÊSeniorÊGet-A-WayÊ—ÊJoin us for a fun-filled day of fellowship, 
craŌs, music, exercise, and more. We meet from 10:00AM to 1:30PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Open to all seniors—bring a friend! Lunch is prepared in our own 
church kitchen so you can enjoy a home-cooked meal for only $6.00! 
 
BeginsÊOctoberÊ3:ÊParentÊSupportÊGroupÊ—ÊParents are invited to discussions 
with other experienced parents, educators, and counselors covering topics such 
as: coping with daily stress, communicaƟon strategies, and difficult behavior.  
 

MeeƟngÊDetails:Ê StarƟng in October, the Parent Support Group will meet on 
Thursdays at 6:30PM in the Church Conference Room. To register, please 
either call or email the church office with your name and intent to join. 

 
—ÊUpcomingÊChurchÊMeeƟngsÊ— 

ChurchÊCouncil 
September 30th 

 
—ÊUpcomingÊChurch-WideÊEventsÊ— 

A Heart Close To God 
Is A Heart At Peace 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 7 - 8a 

TrunkÊorÊTreasureÊ 
RummageÊSale 

Saturday, October 5 

Children’sÊPumpkin 
ParadeÊParty 

Saturday, October 19 

ChurchÊHarvestÊBazaar 
&ÊLuncheon 

Saturday, November 9 



SundayÊWorshipÊService 
September 22, 2024  |  9:00 AM                                                 

 
CallÊtoÊWorship                                                                                    Pastor Jason 

Pastor: Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; 
People:ÊTeachÊusÊYourÊpaths. 

PreludeÊ(ProcessionÊofÊtheÊAcolytes)                  Rebecca Spickler & Acolytes 

WelcomeÊ&ÊAnnouncements                                                               Dan TuƩle 

InvocaƟon                                                                                             Pastor Jason 

Almighty and everlasƟng God, 
increase our faith, hope, and love; 

and, that we may receive all you promise, 
make us love what you have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

*Song of Praise:  

 O For A Heart To Praise My God (UMH 417, v.1, 3-5)          CongregaƟon 

*ResponsiveÊReading:ÊPsalm 1                                                             Dan TuƩle 

*Glory Be to the Father (Hymn 70)                                                CongregaƟon 

ScriptureÊReading:ÊJames 3:13-4:3, 7-8a                                            Dan TuƩle 

Children'sÊTime                                                                                    Pastor Jason 

ChoralÊPraise:ÊLord, I Want To Be A ChrisƟan     Chancel Choir & Char Gaines 

Message:ÊA Heart Close to God: A Heart at Peace                        Pastor Jason 

*Song of Response:  

 Where Charity and Love Prevail (UMH 549, v.1-4)         CongregaƟon 

PastoralÊPrayerÊandÊTheÊLord'sÊPrayer                                           Pastor Jason 

InvitaƟonÊtoÊGive                                                                                    Dan TuƩle 

 

AssisƟng in Worship:  
Pastor: Rev. Jason Thornton 
Chancel Choir Director: Kathleen Schaffer 
Liturgist: Dan TuƩle 
Greeters: Steve & Suzanne Devers,  
  Doug Myers, Sherry Mathews  
Acolytes: Carolynda & Judelyn Bawar 

Ushers: Pam Diehl, Gary Oldham, 
       Bonnie Bowles 
Welcome Desk: Jackie AƩ 
Tech Team: Ed French, Emile Antonell,  
              Holly Griffith 
Chancel Choir Accompanist: Char Gaines 
Organist: Rebecca Spickler 

MobileÊCheck-InÊ&ÊPrayerÊRequests: 

Are you interested in checking-in but don’t want to fill out a physical 
communicaƟon card? Scan this QR code with your cell phone to be sent 
to our website’s online check-in form where you can register your 
aƩendance for this service and submit prayer requests! 

PleaseÊnote: Prayer requests 
entered digitally will not be part 
of today’s service, but they will 
go out to our dedicated staff 
and prayer team. 

SermonÊNotes: 

Offertory                                                                                     Rebecca Spickler 

*Doxology (Amen)                                                                          CongregaƟon 

*PrayerÊofÊDedicaƟon                                                                          Dan TuƩle 

*Song of Joy: 

  O Day Of Peace (Jerusalem) (UMH 729, All Verses)          CongregaƟon 

*BenedicƟon                                                                                      Pastor Jason 

— You Are Now Entering The Mission Field — 



SeptemberÊ22,Ê2024Ê|Ê10:15ÊAM 
RENEW 

InÊtheÊCenterÊofÊBakersfield 

CenteredÊonÊChrist 
4600 Stockdale Hwy 

Bakersfield, CA 93309 
661-325-1267 

www.fumcbakersfield.org 

7:30ÊAMÊChapelÊÊIÊÊ9:00ÊAMÊTradiƟonalÊÊIÊÊ10:15ÊAMÊRENEW 

PleaseÊsilenceÊallÊelectronicÊdevicesÊandÊcellÊphones.Ê 
InÊcaseÊofÊemergency,ÊanÊAEDÊisÊlocatedÊonÊtheÊrightÊsideÊofÊtheÊFellowshipÊHallÊstage. 

A Heart Close To God 
Is A Heart At Peace 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 7 - 8a 

—ÊFirstÊChurchÊAcƟviƟesÊ— 
 
FinalÊDay:ÊChurchÊDirectoryÊPhotoshootsÊ—ÊToday is the last day of photoshoots 
for the upcoming First Church Photo Directory!  If you’d like to have your photo 
taken today, please visit the Cry Room in the Narthex for a walk-in appointment. 
 
EndsÊNextÊWeek:ÊMissionsÊTeam’sÊSweatpantsÊDonaƟonÊDriveÊ— First Church is 
collecƟng lightweight unisex sweats (sizes large to XXL) to support the M Street 
NavigaƟon Center’s greatest need: reliably warm clothing for the winter. 
 

DonaƟonÊDriveÊTimeline:ÊThe donaƟon drive runs through the end of 
September. All donaƟons will be blessed on World Communion Sunday, 
October 6th, before being delivered to the M Street NavigaƟon Center. 
 

FirstÊSaturdayÊofÊOctober:ÊPreschoolÊRummageÊSaleÊ—ÊGot Junk? Sell it at the 
Preschool Rummage Sale on Saturday, October 5th from 8:00AM to Noon! This 
will be a do-it-yourself parking lot sale where you can “rent” a space in front of 
the church for $10 and sell anything you’ve got laying around! Please consider 
donaƟng 25% of any proceeds to support Preschool improvements. 
 
NewÊandÊUpcoming:ÊFirstÊChurchÊPumpkinÊParadeÊPartyÊ—ÊDesigned for 
children, families, and friends, this packed event from Family Ministries will 
include tons of games, a live DJ, a 360-degree photobooth, a piñata, snacks, and 
fun for all ages! The event begins with pumpkin painƟng, then a pumpkin parade 
to share your artwork! Games and candy aŌerwards. Costumes are encouraged - 
aside from any scary ones!  
 

When:ÊSaturday, October 19th from 1:00PM to 4:00PM 
Where:ÊFirst Church Quad (Grassy Area in Center of Campus) 
PumpkinÊPolicy:ÊBring Your Own Pumpkin (BYOP) 
RSVPÊDeadline:ÊPlease RSVP by Sunday October 6th. 
HowÊtoÊSignÊUp:ÊScan the ’pumpkin’ QR code to the leŌ! 
                Pen & paper sign-up at Narthex Welcome Desk.  

 
—ÊFirstÊChurchÊSocialÊ&ÊSupportÊGroupsÊ— 

 
EveryÊWednesday:ÊSeniorÊGet-A-WayÊ—ÊJoin us for a fun-filled day of fellowship, 
craŌs, music, exercise, and more. We meet from 10:00AM to 1:30PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Open to all seniors—bring a friend! Lunch is prepared in our own 
church kitchen so you can enjoy a home-cooked meal for only $6.00! 
 
BeginsÊOctoberÊ3:ÊParentÊSupportÊGroupÊ—ÊParents are invited to discussions 
with other experienced parents, educators, and counselors covering topics such 
as: coping with daily stress, communicaƟon strategies, and difficult behavior.  
 

MeeƟngÊDetails:Ê StarƟng in October, the Parent Support Group will meet on 
Thursdays at 6:30PM in the Church Conference Room. To register, please 
either call or email the church office with your name and intent to join. 

 
—ÊUpcomingÊChurchÊMeeƟngsÊ— 

ChurchÊCouncil 
September 30th 

 
—ÊUpcomingÊChurch-WideÊEventsÊ— 

TrunkÊorÊTreasureÊ 
RummageÊSale 

Saturday, October 5 

Children’sÊPumpkin 
ParadeÊParty 

Saturday, October 19 

ChurchÊHarvestÊBazaar 
&ÊLuncheon 

Saturday, November 9 



SundayÊWorshipÊService 
September 22, 2024  |  10:15 AM 

 

WelcomeÊ&ÊIntroducƟon 

What A BeauƟful Name 

PrayersÊofÊtheÊPeopleÊandÊTheÊLord'sÊPrayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil, 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen. 

Reckless Love 

Announcements 

QuesƟonÊofÊtheÊDayÊ&ÊBreak 

Goodness Of God 

ScriptureÊReadingÊ:ÊJames 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a 

Children’sÊTime 

Message:ÊA Heart Close to God: A Heart at Peace 

Goodness Of God 

Wrap-Up 

AssisƟngÊinÊWorship: 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Thornton 
Spoken Word: Jake & Desiree Sams 

Hospitality: Kathy Metcalf, William Mendez 
      Mary Jane Santos,  
      Tammy Thornton 
      Oscar & Perla Alano, 

       
Tech Booth: Ian Tash, Eric Metcalf 
Worship Team: 
 Keys: Rebecca Spickler 
 Vocals: Melissa Metcalf, 
       Rebecca Spickler, 
        

MobileÊCheck-InÊ&ÊPrayerÊRequests: 

Are you interested in checking-in but don’t want to fill out a physical 
communicaƟon card? Scan this QR code with your cell phone to be sent 
to our website’s online check-in form where you can register your 
aƩendance for this service and submit prayer requests! 

PleaseÊnote: Prayer requests  
entered digitally will not be part of 
today’s service, but they will go 
out to our dedicated staff and 
prayer team. 

SermonÊNotes: 



SeptemberÊ22,Ê2024Ê|Ê7:30ÊAM 

 

Chapel  

InÊtheÊCenterÊofÊBakersfield 

CenteredÊonÊChrist 
4600 Stockdale Hwy 

Bakersfield, CA 93309 
661-325-1267 

www.fumcbakersfield.org 

7:30ÊAMÊChapelÊÊIÊÊ9:00ÊAMÊTradiƟonalÊÊIÊÊ10:15ÊAMÊRENEW 

PleaseÊsilenceÊallÊelectronicÊdevicesÊandÊcellÊphones.Ê 
InÊcaseÊofÊemergency,ÊanÊAEDÊisÊlocatedÊonÊtheÊrightÊsideÊofÊtheÊChapelÊentrance. 

A Heart Close To God 
Is A Heart At Peace 

James 3:13 - 4:3, 7 - 8a 

—ÊFirstÊChurchÊAcƟviƟesÊ— 
 
FinalÊDay:ÊChurchÊDirectoryÊPhotoshootsÊ—ÊToday is the last day of photoshoots 
for the upcoming First Church Photo Directory!  If you’d like to have your photo 
taken today, please visit the Cry Room in the Narthex for a walk-in appointment. 
 
EndsÊNextÊWeek:ÊMissionsÊTeam’sÊSweatpantsÊDonaƟonÊDriveÊ— First Church is 
collecƟng lightweight unisex sweats (sizes large to XXL) to support the M Street 
NavigaƟon Center’s greatest need: reliably warm clothing for the winter. 
 

DonaƟonÊDriveÊTimeline:ÊThe donaƟon drive runs through the end of 
September. All donaƟons will be blessed on World Communion Sunday, 
October 6th, before being delivered to the M Street NavigaƟon Center. 
 

FirstÊSaturdayÊofÊOctober:ÊPreschoolÊRummageÊSaleÊ—ÊGot Junk? Sell it at the 
Preschool Rummage Sale on Saturday, October 5th from 8:00AM to Noon! This 
will be a do-it-yourself parking lot sale where you can “rent” a space in front of 
the church for $10 and sell anything you’ve got laying around! Please consider 
donaƟng 25% of any proceeds to support Preschool improvements. 
 
NewÊandÊUpcoming:ÊFirstÊChurchÊPumpkinÊParadeÊPartyÊ—ÊDesigned for 
children, families, and friends, this packed event from Family Ministries will 
include tons of games, a live DJ, a 360-degree photobooth, a piñata, snacks, and 
fun for all ages! The event begins with pumpkin painƟng, then a pumpkin parade 
to share your artwork! Games and candy aŌerwards. Costumes are encouraged - 
aside from any scary ones!  
 

When:ÊSaturday, October 19th from 1:00PM to 4:00PM 
Where:ÊFirst Church Quad (Grassy Area in Center of Campus) 
PumpkinÊPolicy:ÊBring Your Own Pumpkin (BYOP) 
RSVPÊDeadline:ÊPlease RSVP by Sunday October 6th. 
HowÊtoÊSignÊUp:ÊScan the ’pumpkin’ QR code to the leŌ! 
                Pen & paper sign-up at Narthex Welcome Desk.  

 
—ÊFirstÊChurchÊSocialÊ&ÊSupportÊGroupsÊ— 

 
EveryÊWednesday:ÊSeniorÊGet-A-WayÊ—ÊJoin us for a fun-filled day of fellowship, 
craŌs, music, exercise, and more. We meet from 10:00AM to 1:30PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. Open to all seniors—bring a friend! Lunch is prepared in our own 
church kitchen so you can enjoy a home-cooked meal for only $6.00! 
 
BeginsÊOctoberÊ3:ÊParentÊSupportÊGroupÊ—ÊParents are invited to discussions 
with other experienced parents, educators, and counselors covering topics such 
as: coping with daily stress, communicaƟon strategies, and difficult behavior.  
 

MeeƟngÊDetails:Ê StarƟng in October, the Parent Support Group will meet on 
Thursdays at 6:30PM in the Church Conference Room. To register, please 
either call or email the church office with your name and intent to join. 

 
—ÊUpcomingÊChurchÊMeeƟngsÊ— 

ChurchÊCouncil 
September 30th 

 
—ÊUpcomingÊChurch-WideÊEventsÊ— 

TrunkÊorÊTreasureÊ 
RummageÊSale 

Saturday, October 5 

Children’sÊPumpkin 
ParadeÊParty 

Saturday, October 19 

ChurchÊHarvestÊBazaar 
&ÊLuncheon 

Saturday, November 9 



SundayÊWorshipÊService 
September 22, 2024  |  7:30 AM ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ                               

WelcomeÊ&ÊAnnouncements                                                          Helen Ordway 

InvocaƟon                                                                                              Pastor Jason 

Almighty and everlasƟng God, 
increase our faith, hope, and love; 

and, that we may receive all you promise, 
make us love what you have commanded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

*Song of Praise:  

 O For A Heart To Praise My God (UMH 417, v.1, 3-5)           CongregaƟon 

*ResponsiveÊReading:ÊPsalm 1                                                         Helen Ordway 

Blessed are those who do not follow  
the advice of the wicked,  

orÊtakeÊtheÊpathÊthatÊsinnersÊtread,Ê 
orÊsitÊinÊtheÊseatÊofÊscoffers; 

but their delight is in the law of the LORD,  

andÊonÊhisÊlawÊtheyÊmeditateÊdayÊandÊnight. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
which yield their fruit in its season,  
and their leaves do not wither.  

InÊallÊthatÊtheyÊdo,ÊtheyÊprosper. 

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

ThereforeÊtheÊwickedÊwillÊnotÊstandÊinÊtheÊjudgment,Ê 
norÊsinnersÊinÊtheÊcongregaƟonÊofÊtheÊrighteous; 

for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous,  

butÊtheÊwayÊofÊtheÊwickedÊwillÊperish. 

*Praise Response: Glory Be To The Father (Hymnal 70)          CongregaƟon 

PrayersÊofÊtheÊPeopleÊandÊTheÊLord'sÊPrayer                         Pastor Jason 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil, 

for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

*Song of AdoraƟon:  

 Where Charity and Love Prevail (UMH 549, v.1-4)         CongregaƟon 

ScriptureÊReading:ÊJames 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a                                  Helen Ordway 

Message:ÊA Heart Close to God: A Heart at Peace                       Pastor Jason 

*Song of Joy:  

 O Day Of Peace (Jerusalem) (UMH 729, All Verses)            CongregaƟon 

*BenedicƟonÊ                                                                                                         Pastor Jason 

ClosingÊSongÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊThey That Wait Upon The Lord 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  
They shall mount up with wings as eagles.  
They shall run and not be weary; They shall walk and not faint. 
Help us, Lord; help us, Lord, on our way.   

AssisƟngÊInÊWorship: 
Pastor: Rev. Jason Thornton 
Piano: Char Gaines  

 
Liturgist: Helen Ordway 
Hymn Leader: Jo Anne Coston 


